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- Issued October 9th, 2021 -
 

Canadian Power & Sail (CPS-ECP) Bluenose Squadron serves all of western Nova Scotia from roughly a line
Aspotogan Peninsula to Windsor and westward. However, students can take a course with any squadron and then

join Bluenose Squadron when desired.

You are encouraged to share our newsletters with anyone that has an
interest in boating!

Find us on Facebook
 View this email in your browser

 
Notice:

Any Member whose membership expired in 2020 is now being purged from the active
lists of all Squadrons.  There are several such members on our Bluenose list.  Our
Membership Officer, Jim McMillan reports:  "Members of the Bluenose Squadron
Executive have worked diligently and managed to highlight many errors in the new
CPS-ECP National Membership database – errors that have been subsequently
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rectified.  We are pleased with how quickly errors are being addressed.  The CPS-ECP
staff are a great help.  We have contacted expiring members many, many times, to the
point that it feels like we are harassing you.  For that, we apologize.  Once the new
database stabilizes this type of activity will be minimized.

Currently the Bluenose Squadron has 61 paid-up members.  The CPS-ECP National
Board made the decision to archive expired members meaning that they are no longer
active members.  Should any member believe that they have been archived in error or
they wish to renew, then no problem at all.  Simply contact me at smo-bluenose@cps-
ecp.org.  I will work with each member, and CPS National, to have the archived data
reactivated."

 
What's Happening?

 
COVID Stage 5 in N.S.   Now what?

1.     Online/Virtual Classrooms ARE Available - Face-to-face classes ARE NOW
allowed under very limited conditions and are normally only used where
an organized group (such as a yacht club or marina) has several persons seeking
a particular course.  For individuals, online courses are the most workable
option.  

2.     Marine flare return:  See the current recommendations for flare disposal
later in this newsletter.

3.    Recreational Vessel Courtesy Checks:  Beginning next spring.

4.     Social events:  We will try to plan one or two of these over the winter with
virus restrictions in mind.  

 
How do our Online Courses Work?

 
Blended or Combined Learning Courses: Online via Moodle:  Students access their
courses online via a program called Moodle (note: Moodle is described as the world's
free learning platform that helps you create effective online teaching and learning
experiences in a collaborative, private environment).  Several squadrons may blend or
combine resources such as instructors and tutors to offer such courses.  Maritime
Radio Courses are also offered as home-study if desired.  Of course, the PCOC can be
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Radio Courses are also offered as home-study if desired.  Of course, the PCOC can be
done as home-study online as well.

Delivery Details:
1) Instructional videos available online (24/7).
2) Instructor-lead online sessions (Weekly - 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Atlantic Time).
3) Personal online tutor sessions by an instructor from a local Squadron.
Additional student material (charts, etc.) are sent via Canada Post to students from the
National Office.
 
Virtual Classroom Courses: Course material is sent via Canada Post to students.
Meetings are via video app.

Home-Study Courses:  The student receives the course material via Canada Post and
can proceed at his/her own pace.  In the case of the Maritime Radio Course, in order to
receive the required 'license' (credit-card size), a student will need to successfully
complete an online exam that would be scheduled at an appropriate time.
 

Course Calendar

The following courses are running, proposed and/or under
consideration by our Atlantic Squadrons (Except for organized groups, courses are
online until further notice). In some cases we are combining and coordinating with

other squadrons to offer various courses.

 Please note that a major revision to the Course Calendar and Registration System
within CPS-ECP took place on September 21st.  The changes should make finding the
course you want much more intuitive and considerably easier.  Interested people can

select 'All Courses' or 'Near Me' to get started on the new site.  Please
check boatingcourses.ca for the latest and most accurate information.

Sailing: Being sponsored and run in the new year by Halifax and Fredericton
Squadrons.

Boating 2 and Boating 3:  May be running as separate courses by Halifax Squadron
this month.

Boating 2 & 3 Combined:  A District course is being planned by Shediac and Alderney
Squadrons. Another may be running by Halifax Squadron this month.

Boating 4:  Will commence in February 2022.  Being sponsored and run by Bluenose
and Alderney Squadrons.  There is also one of these courses that may be run by the

http://boatingcourses.ca/


and Alderney Squadrons.  There is also one of these courses that may be run by the
Halifax Squadron.

Boating 6:  Commences February 2022.  Run by Bluenose Squadron.
Boating 7: Commenced September 21st.  Virtual classroom every Tuesday for 12

weeks sponsored and run by Halifax Squadron.
Boating & Engine Maintenance:  Commencing October 18th sponsored and run by

Halifax Squadron.
Maritime Radio:  Available online in the Home-Study version. 

PCOC (Pleasure Craft Operator Card):  Available online at any time.

"Hey buddy, welcome to Hall's Harbour!  Where ya from?"

For the convenience of readers, here again is the current list of CPS-
ECP courses that are offered at various times of the year: 

Required certification courses:
Maritime Radio (Restricted Operator’s Certificate [Maritime])

Boating 1 - Boating Basics (Pleasure Craft Operator Card known as 'PCOC')

Boating Series Courses:



Boating Series Courses:
Boating 2 - Beyond Boating Basics

Boating 3 - Introduction to Marine Navigation
Boating 4 - Near Shore Marine Navigation Level 1
Boating 5 - Near Shore Marine Navigation Level 2

Boating 6 - Offshore Marine Navigation Level 1
Boating 7 - Offshore Marine Navigation Level 2

Elective Courses:
Electronic Marine Navigation

Radar for Boaters
Boat and Engine Maintenance

Extended Cruising (Living on a Boat)
Sailing

Introduction to Weather for Recreational Boaters

The more knowledge you have, the more enjoyable boating becomes.
 

The Original Bluenose Celebrates 100 Years!

By now you have heard that the original Bluenose schooner was launched 100 years
ago.  You may not know that Bluenose II visited almost all coastlines of Nova Scotia
this summer.  Jim Peerless had occasion to intercept Bluenose II as she motored up
into the Bay of Fundy on a day devoid of wind.  Many boats came out to see her and
many vehicles lined the shore as she motored at about 10 knots until abeam Hall's

Harbour before turning with the tide.



These photos of the Bluenose II in the Bay of Fundy during the summer of 2021.  The
original Bluenose existed from 1921-1946: See this Canada Vignette:  Watch it Here
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Commander's Corner
A message from Commander Laura Webber:

Fellow Members,

What a thrill to feel the exhilaration of
a brisk sail, the fun of skimming
across the water in kayak or speed
boat, the relaxation of lunch and a
dip at a favourite secluded spot!

My question is, "Did you feel safe on
the water this year?"  The buzz
among boaters is that there has
been an influx of new boaters who
did not grow up learning the ways of
the sea.  They did not take time or
even have the time to take a
comprehensive boating
safety/navigation course before
heading out.  It takes time and know-
how to stay safe.  One must be
aware of other boaters, sudden
weather changes, breakdowns and
first aid.  All this and becoming
skilled in handling one's own boat.
 These are elements that you and I
have taken seriously - some of us for
decades.  What can be done about
getting the new boater to understand
what they are in for before it is too
late?

Please join the conversation.  Talk
up CPS-ECP.  Help us in finding new
creative ways to fulfill our mandate.
 Let's make safe boating a priority
and then...  Have some fun!

 

Bluenose Squadron Executive (Bridge)

Contacts: Note the new email addresses for

each.

Laura Webber

Commander

cdr-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-627-2778

Dan White

Financial Officer

Executive Officer

Instructor

sfo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-472-2102

Bob Rutherford

Education Officer

Instructor

seo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-634-8661

Jim McMillan

Membership Officer

smo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-599-2807

Marcel Simard

Environment Officer

RVCC Officer

Instructor

rvcc-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-790-6464

Bruce Kelley

Marketing & Public Relations Officer

spr-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-483-1092
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Sincerely,  Laura

 

902-483-1092

Jim Peerless

Secretary

Communications & Admin Officer

ss-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-679-0560

Further to Commander Laura's comments above, here is a recent article from the Kings
County Record in New Brunswick that further exposes the need for new-boater training.

 The issue exists right across the Country.

As Bluenose Members, what can we do to help?  We can each recommend CPS-ECP
Bluenose courses to any new boaters that we encounter!   Forwarding this newsletter

to them is a start.
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to them is a start.

Excerpts from a book entitled 'Sailing' from 1949
Written by Peter Heaton as a Penguin Handbook, the odds and ends on these pages

are interesting to read and with the apparent humour aside, most if not all, remain valid
to this day.



 



The correct answers can be found at the end of this newsletter.   Look for this ship's wheel:  

            
Quiz Time

1.  Is there a good pre-departure checklist in the Transport Canada Safe Boating
Guide?    Safe Boating Guide.
2.  For purposes of collision avoidance at sea, a ship that is hove-to is a ship close-
hauled on that particular tack.  True or False?

                     This vessel is hove-to.

 

Doesn't matter the number of legs that your best
buddy has.  Put on a PFD or lifejacket!

https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/migrated/tp_511e.pdf


This little pooch is a Jack Russell terrier named 'Kylo'.  Photo by Jaimie Peerless.
                                    

 

We held the Shining Waters Marina Boating Safety
Event on August 14th.

In cooperation with Halifax and Alderney Squadrons, some members of the Bluenose



In cooperation with Halifax and Alderney Squadrons, some members of the Bluenose
Bridge (and spouses) attended a safe-boating event which was organized by our Public
Relations & Marketing Officer, Bruce Kelley.  The Shining Waters Marina had indicated

an ongoing and urgent need for boating education given that the pandemic has
created a large influx of new people to boating activities.

There were displays of required and optional boating equipment from the Shining
Waters shop, CPS boating course information, knots, St. Margaret's Bay Search &

Rescue and the Freedom boat-sharing club.  In the two photos that follow our
Squadron Education Officer, Bob Rutherford, and Mannie Laufer, (a senior Halifax
Squadron Instructor), are organizing and explaining some of the knots on display.



Below, taking a break from the displays, are Jim Peerless, Rachelle & Marcel Simard,
and Bruce Kelley.  Commander, Laura Webber, was kind enough to take these photos.
 Past Commander, John Smith, also dropped by during the event.



The St. Margaret's Bay Search and Rescue team put on a good display alongside the
others.  They are in the final stages of fitting out a new rescue boat for their area.

Jim Peerless brought along his classic runabout, Fly Boy, as a focal point for the event
displays on that occasion.   We suspect that a big incentive for him, aside from being



face-to-face again with other Bluenose Members, was one of those complimentary hot
dogs that the Squadrons provided!

While we were disappointed at the low public turnout on that nice summer Saturday, we
think the awareness of CPS-ECP that we created with Shining Water's staff and other
participants was worth it.  The $99 cost for hot dogs, buns and condiments was shared
between the three squadrons.  Secretary Jim kept the leftovers in lieu of submitting a
gas bill for towing Fly Boy from Kentville.   
                                    

!"❄⛄

A Winterizing checklist
 

Here is a convenient copy of the Canadian Yachting article (written by Robert Buller)
which details recommended steps in preparing your boat for winter in Canada.

The article begins... "It was always a bit sad when we “put to bed” our power-boat at
the end of the cruising season. Then, one year, our favourite mechanic suggested



the end of the cruising season. Then, one year, our favourite mechanic suggested
creating a service program at the end of this season, rather than the beginning of the
next one. Price savings could be had, he explained. From then on we regarded the
winterizing phase for our boat as a start of the next cruising season, not the end of the
current one. What follows are some ideas to make this as easy as possible — and
perhaps even less expensive..."

832-winterizing-and-end-of-season-checklist

By the way!  Did you notice in the Course Calendar (see earlier in this newsletter) that
Halifax Squadron is hosting the course called Boating & Engine Maintenance
commencing October 18th?
 

Be Aware!  Carbon Monoxide

It may never be too late in a boating season to remind everyone of the hazards of this
invisible and odourless gas.  Page 39 of the Safe Boating Guide says the following:

BE AWARE OF CARBON MONOXIDE DANGERS 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a deadly gas you cannot see, smell or taste. CO comes in

through your lungs and cuts off the oxygen supply to your body, causing death in
minutes. Be alert! Symptoms include headaches, nausea and fatigue – but you might

think you are just seasick or have the flu. 
CO can come from anything that burns a carbon-based fuel (gasoline, propane,

charcoal, oil, etc.) such as engines, gas generators, cooking ranges, heaters, etc. CO
acts a lot like air. It does not rise or fall, but spreads evenly throughout an enclosed

space. 
Here are some tips to help protect yourself and others from CO poisoning: 

Idle your engine only in well-ventilated areas. A tail wind can easily carry CO back on
board. 

Heat the cabin in a well-ventilated area. 
Cook in a well-ventilated area. 

Make sure that cabin extensions and areas fitted with canvas tops are well ventilated. 
Use only fuel-burning engines or appliances that are certified or designed for marine

use and make sure to use them in well-ventilated areas only. 
Use a marine-grade CO detector and check its batteries before every trip. 
Be aware that CO can build up when: two vessels are tied to each other; 

you are docked alongside a seawall; 
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you are docked alongside a seawall; 
exhaust gases enter the space between pontoons; 

your load causes the bow to ride high; or 
a fuel-burning appliance or engine is running while your vessel is not moving.

Tragedies related to CO do, sadly, happen.  Go to this link about one such tragic event:

Raven's Rule

 
 

Outboard Went Overboard! 

We have heard more than one story about an outboard motor falling overboard and
being lost because of corroded motor brackets to which the safety chain is normally
attached.  We suggest you attach the safety chain securely to the hull as opposed to
the engine bracket to prevent this expensive loss.  

                      
Drowned outboard motor:  What to do?    Here is one helpful video:
  https://youtu.be/B5_Gb4hLcbk

 
Expired Marine Flares: What to do?
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 We think the best measure for now is to suggest that you  “Contact your local RCMP
detachment to see if they will take your expired flares.”   We say this because
Commander Webber recently had success with the RCMP Chester detachment and
Public Relations Officer Kelley, had success with the Bridgewater detachment although
results may vary at other detachments.
 
Did you know that the flares only lose a small percentage of their dependability for each
year following their manufacture? Four years from the date of manufacture stamped on
marine flares we are mandated to get new ones but the old (now expired) ones may
work just fine.  So, what to do?  One of our very experienced instructors suggests
marking the old ones with big black crosses for identification and using them FIRST in
the event of an emergency when you need them.  Every expired flare that actually
ignites obviously extends your ability to get the attention you need.  We understand that
the 'old' (expired) flares may work for several years after their expiry dates.  We base
this suggestion on several sources including what is said on the Orion (marine flare
manufacturer) websites following.  This first link takes you to their product page:
https://www.orionsignals.com/marine-products/ 

In this next link they have some good tips on usage (do’s and don’ts) and they do
mention keeping expired flares for back-up use in the event of an
emergency: https://www.orionsignals.com/replacement-and-disposal/
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The Beauty of Greenland in 4K

Why are we including this?  Because a boater forwarded it to us and it is breathtakingly
beautiful.  Be sure your sound is on.  Video runs for 2:45.  Enjoy!

https://youtu.be/6aAhWxVMXNg
 

 

 

             

   
 
 

This article appeared in our Spring 2021 Newsletter and is repeated here for your
convenience.

https://youtu.be/6aAhWxVMXNg


Printed versions of CHART #1 and Tide & Current Tables are History
 

As of 1 January 2021 printed versions of Chart 1: Symbols, Abbreviations as well as
the Terms and Canadian Tide and Current Tables are permanently discontinued.

Changes to How you access the Tide & Current Tables

Ref: http://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

" Due to the availability of complete volumes of the Canadian Tide and Current Tables
on charts.gc.ca as viewable and printable PDF files, and additional information in different formats
(predictions, observations in tables, and graphics) being available on tides.gc.ca, the Canadian
Hydrographic Service is permanently discontinuing the printing of all volumes of Canadian Tide
and Current Tables. As such, the 2021 New Edition and all future volumes will be only available
digitally and will not be sold in paper format. Advances in technology bring a new era of marine
navigation with a focus on digital and electronic products. The Canadian Hydrographic Service is
transforming the way it delivers quality data and services to clients, in a timely manner, to support
decision-making. For more information, visit www.charts.gc.ca."
 

                                    

What a beautiful sight!  Photo courtesy of Bruce Kelley
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What a beautiful sight!  Photo courtesy of Bruce Kelley

Next Newsletters?
 

The next Bluenose Squadron Newsletters are being planned for mid December
(Season's Greetings), mid February (Winter) and early April 2022 (Spring).

- Jim Peerless, Secretary & Communications
ss-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

 

   The correct answers to our quiz this time are:   
1.   Yes.  See page 72 of the Safe Boating Guide: tp_511e.pdf
2.  True.  See the second page of the article in this newsletter taken from the Penguin Handbook
entitled 'Sailing' dated 1949.  Still true today.

 

Our mailing address is:
297 Fox Hill Avenue

Kentville, NS.   B4N 5A7

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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